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Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby 

eNewsletter #748 - 10 February 2026 

 

This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) volunteers as a 

service for residents in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is a 

new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available technology to keep people 

more connected and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.  

 

The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from our local police at the Ku-ring-gai 

PAC Facebook page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar 

with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-of-

view - this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime prevention 

tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from residents, or an item 

from another Police command ("Crooks know no boundaries!"). 

 

             Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our 

NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions and thank 

you for your support. 

             Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family, 

colleagues and neighbours. 

             Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe. 

 

06 February, from Nepean Police Area Command 

FRIDAY FUNNY 

https://mailchi.mp/b202a3433b99/heres-the-latest-enewsletter-giving-you-the-crime-update-for-ku-ring-gai-hornsby-6083046?e=0905caa587
https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiPAC/
https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiPAC/
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=eNewsletter%20feedback
http://eepurl.com/dfOGJz


 

Two males were stopped and arrested by Nepean Police on suspicion of having stolen 

goods in their possession. One had a car battery and the other had fireworks. Neither 

had any reasonable excuse for having them. 

Both were given a court date and after the matter was heard by the Magistrate, one 

was charged and the other let off. 

Have a great weekend. 

 

 

03 February, from Nepean Police Area Command:  

TRAFFIC TUESDAY 

Don't be like Karen! 

Don't be like Ken! 



 

DISCLAIMER ~ Apologies to all our Karens and Kens out there who don’t block 

intersections. We’ll try to come up with other names in the future. 

 

 

03 February, from Police Transport Command - NSW Police Force 

Police are seeking assistance from the public to identify a male who may be able to 

assist with their enquiries into an alleged break & enter which occurred at Coles 

Wynyard around 11:40pm on Thursday 8th of December, 2025. 

Police are appealing for anyone who may have witnessed the incident or have 

knowledge of the identity of the person depicted to come forward. 

Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000 

or https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au . Information is treated in strict confidence. The 

public is reminded not to report information via NSW Police social media pages. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnsw.crimestoppers.com.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZWhvU01acnlMM2Z5MEw3b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR53FDu3lE6Yc8cCY_UD4yhGK9SYBmBIsSJezhX2J0Vfz-KwKYTk3Z6sM82p_w_aem_Iy9euz42xJ1eZeUbslK3WQ&h=AT2c6VW356nd5HzJEcAxlhZoxv6FWtqu5bcKzrMf8Jp-zswOnLoFqvmQ4innigI1K1F2vQBfuGPQHog_ChQCyDKGUaThwbhtpDBssBvqNszFVwmNbzs7u3g9DD39tfYc2fn9_kEgrTQGb8_x&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT059SVVlUsbQidEd3CzsfYkzxAOW4vIuuFuaqxfK2c5jIvwnGyUF0z_8p6RELLDV929hyuPxRrCcMXxmtTqGjHUHJ4f70Uvw8guvjJazlMxH0jN_6z59iI9teZDX3LhtZNtjFmwofqrMVoWRiEnNIcWTbA5-qlTh-maeXSjyXT1PlDbvJgGwVIexa5ySev52OvlyfMMW05BJY_rECVlsXxB2Q


 

Reference E86869779 / C88003955. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 February, from NSW Food Authority 

Find out which food businesses have allegedly breached food safety laws in NSW on 

the NSW Government’s name and shame register: 

• 8 premises added this week 

• 11 premises removed (publication period expired). 

See Register of Penalty Notices here. 

 

 

 

9 February, from Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby 

 

We are often asked how to prevent cockatoos getting into bins. This article has a few 

ideas. The method of filling two bottles with water and ziptying them to the lid is a 

local favourite. 

Please comment with your successful methods. Then we can share them with 

residents who want to avoid the mess that the cockatoos make. 

Read article here. 

http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/offences/penalty-notices/week
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2022-09-13/cockatoos-cockies-bin-lid-flip-culture-bricks-bird-cognition/101424194?


 

 

9 February, from Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby 

 

This article (see below) was brought to our attention over the weekend. One of our 

volunteers contacted Radek Zarzycki, Traffic and Road Safety Team leader at Hornsby 

Shire Council (HSC) to clarify the rules on painting driveway white lines in their LGA. 

We were advised back in July by two HSC rangers that residents were able to paint, 

and proceeded to share the good news. However, today we were told "rangers don't 

make the rule, they only enforce it" and were asked to remove Hornsby residents from 

our website. 

We apologise that we had miscommunicated based on the rangers' advice. If you were 

to paint the road, HSC workers would paint over it with black paint. Sorry for any 

inconvenience. 

Ku-ring-gai Council LGA residents can happily borrow our kits. More information about 

borrowing is here. 

Read article here. 

 

 

9 February, Shared with permission from the Lindfield/East 

Lindfield/Killara/Roseville Community Group yesterday (Sunday): 

Hi. Black suitcase fell off back of motorcycle driving through Killara. Unfortunately no 

tags or contact details on suitcase. If anyone is missing it please contact Gordon police 

station 02 9418 5399. 

 

https://au-nhwkuringgaihornsby.org/driveway/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/major-twist-after-aussie-council-allows-residents-to-paint-their-own-road-markings-015605344.html


 

9 February, from ACCC Product Safety 

 
Show you care for your Valentine by buying them sunglasses that meet the mandatory 

standard. Sunglasses come in 5 lens categories. Check the label to choose the right 

sunglasses for your best life! 

Check story here. 

 

9 February, We've been asked by a resident to share this request for assistance: 

Hi everyone, 

This morning at 10:52am (08/02/2026) I was driving along Bobbin Head Road when a 

driver in what appeared to be a silver Honda Accord pulled out in front of me from 

Bannockburn Road, causing a collision and damaging the front of my black Corolla 

hatchback. 

Instead of stopping, the driver drove off immediately before exchanging details — 

which is a hit and run. 

https://www.productsafety.gov.au/consumers/use-cosmetic-and-fashion-products-safely/sunglasses-and-fashion-spectacles-guide?


 

If anyone was driving in the area around this time and has dashcam footage, especially 

showing the silver Honda Accord involved, please message me ASAP. Even partial 

footage (number plate, angle of the car, direction they drove off) would be extremely 

helpful. 

This matter will be reported to police, and any footage will be used as evidence. 

Thank you. 

 

 

8 February, from 9 News Sydney: Possible mass overdose investigated after man dies 

at Sydney rave 

The possibility of a mass drug overdose at a music festival at Sydney Olympic Park is 

being investigated. 

A 40-year-old man died, another person was left in a critical condition and five others 

were hospitalised following the Dreamstate rave last night. 

The Dome at Sydney Olympic Park hosted the music festival, billed as the ultimate 

trance and techno experience. 

https://www.9news.com.au/sydney


 

Read full story here. Watch video here. 

 

 

8 February, Shared with permission from the Berowra Community Page group: 

Hi all, 

looking for a bit of community support for a new pedestrian crossing on Crowley road. 

Particualarly those with kids south of BWR and Crowley rd Round about. 

Issue: my girls want to walk to school from south of BWR and crowley roundabout. 

Problem: that roundabout/crowley is a bit hectic for crossing safely until they are older 

Solution: Install a pedestrian crossing about 20m from the roundabout on Crowley rd 

to make that connection safe. 

Potential questions: 

Why 20m back? - So it doesn't affect traffic on BWR. 

https://www.9news.com.au/national/sydney-news-one-person-dead-multiple-hospitalised-after-medical-episode-at-techno-event/ec3f13d9-2313-4779-93e8-dadc8c94f2f8?
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1068014805489123


 

Why not further back on crowley? - Parking is a bit of nightmare. The suggested area is 

no parking already. 

I've written it in a more formal way with a picture of the potential area. If your 

onboard could you send an email to hsc@hornsby.nsw.gov.au to get a bit of 

momentum behind it. Hopefully they can do it next FY. 

Dear Hornsby Shire Council, 

I am writing to request that Hornsby Shire Council investigate the installation of a 

pedestrian crossing on Crowley Road, Berowra. 

At present, there is no safe location for children and other pedestrians to cross 

Crowley Road while walking to local schools, sporting ovals, and the shopping area. 

This particularly affects families in the southern area of Berowra. My children, along 

with many others, are unable to cross the road independently due to the complexity of 

navigating the roundabout. 

The installation of a designated pedestrian crossing would significantly improve safety 

and provide a continuous and accessible walking route for the community. It would 

encourage active transport while reducing the risk of accidents involving pedestrians, 

especially school-aged children. 

A suggested location for the crossing is shown in the attached aerial image of Crowley 

Road. 

I respectfully request that Council investigate suitable options for providing a safe 

pedestrian crossing on Crowley Road and advise me of the outcome of this 

investigation. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Yours sincerely 

 



8 February, Shared with permission from the St Ives Community Page and Surrounds 

group: 

 

Change of plans for The Vibe Room – Just show up!  

New Teen Hangout in Chatswood! Move • Chill • Connect 

Looking for something different for your 12–16-year-old on Monday afternoons? 

The Vibe Room is an opportunity for teens to shake off the school day, move to great 

music, and connect offline with their peers... in a place where they feel like they 

belong. 

No dancing experience required. And it's FREE! 

(It's my way of giving back to the community. And Chatswood Youth Centre have 

generously donated their space.) 



 

The Vibe Room is 

When: This Monday, 9th Feb @ 4:00pm – 5:15pm 

Where: Chatswood Youth Centre, 64 Albert Ave 

Cost: FREE 

The Vibe: No dance experience, no performance, and definitely no pressure. 

Bonus: We’ll have some snacks and drinks to help shake off the school day! 

Thank you for sharing! 

 

 

8 February, from 7news.com.au 

Is it legal to drive with your boot open in Australia? Click here. 

 

 

https://7news.com.au/motoring/is-it-legal-to-drive-with-your-boot-open-c-14543350?


 

8 February, from Gold Standard Driving 

Watch video here. 

 

 

8 February, from ThinkUKnow Australia 

As term 1 kicks off across the country, now is a great time to request a free 

ThinkUKnow student presentation for your school  

Presentations are available for students from Foundation through to year 12. 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1631634781327388


 

ThinkUKnow student presentations cover age-appropriate education about online 

child sexual exploitation, and how to report and seek help  

 

 

7 February, from Triple P - Positive Parenting Program 

News Alert  

We’re proud to launch Stepping Stones Triple P Online, a free program full of positive 

parenting strategies to help your child with disability thrive and gain key life skills. 

Based on extensive research with families of children with disability, it can help yours 

too! 

How can it help? 

It’s full of ideas to help make getting out the door, bedtimes and communication 

easier. Choose from 25 evidence-based, practical ideas and strategies. 

You know your child best and what their strengths and abilities are, so you can choose 

which tools to use. 

Who’s it for? 

It’s for parents and carers of children with developmental disability, neurodiversity, 

and additional needs. Children don’t need a diagnosis. 

How much does it cost? 



 

It's free and online, thanks to Australian government funding. 

Can I do it while I’m on a wait list? 

Yes, you can. You don't need to worry about waitlists, travel, a diagnosis, referrals or 

childcare. 

Sign up today and get started in just 5 minutes. 

 

 

 

7 February, Middle Dural Fire Brigade 

Middle Dural has some medium-sized news that we think is quite big! We’re proud to 

announce that Middle Dural is now the proud recipient of a brand-new light tanker — 

a Category 7. 

This impressive little beauty replaces our much-loved old Cat 9, which served us 

faithfully for many years. The new Cat 7 brings more water, more room, and a big 

boost to our capability on the fireground. 

 



 

 

7 February, Shared with permission from the Thornleigh Westleigh Pennant Hills 

Normanhurst Community Group: 

Need witness or dash camera. I’m hoping to get some help from the community. 

On Friday 30 January, at around 8:55 am, a traffic incident occurred on Pennant Hills 

Road, opposite Chargrill Charlie’s Thornleigh. The vehicle involved was travelling 

southbound (north to south) at the time. 

The car was driving straight in a through lane, and the incident occurred during a lane 

change. Both parties exchanged details at the scene, however there was no dash cam 

footage available. 

We’re hoping to locate any witnesses, or anyone with dash cam or nearby CCTV 

footage (including nearby shops or properties) that may have captured the incident. 

 Location: Near 292 Pennant Hills Rd, Thornleigh NSW 2120 

If you were in the area at the time or have any relevant footage, please feel free to PM 

me. 

All information will be used solely for insurance purposes. 

Thank you very much for your help. 

 



 

7 February, from Ryde Police Area Command 

 

 

7 February, from Legal Aid NSW 

Wondering if your e-bike is allowed on public transport? 

Well, it depends on the type of transport you take to work or school. 

E-bikes are allowed onboard NSW trains, light rail and ferries, as long as the motor is 

under 500 W, cuts out at 25 km/h, and they meet NSW legal standards. 

If you ride the bus, leave your bike at home. 



 

Learn more here. 

 

 

7 February, from NSW Fair Trading 

Thinking of buying, renting, or selling property in NSW? 

Before you sign on the dotted line, check the track record of your property agent with 

our new Name and Shame Register. 

This easy-to-search tool brings together regulatory actions against property industry 

licence holders – including fines, licence suspensions, cancellations, and public 

warnings – so you can make informed decisions and choose an agent you can trust. 

 Clear, up-to-date information 

 Holds agents accountable for serious breaches 

 Protects consumers from high-risk traders 

NSW Fair Trading intends to expand the Name and Shame Register to include other 

trader types in future. 

Explore the register now: nsw.gov.au/name-and-shame-register 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/my-problem-is-about/my-car-or-a-driving-offence/e-bikes,-e-scooters-and-e-skateboards?
http://nsw.gov.au/name-and-shame-register?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZWhvU01acnlMM2Z5MEw3b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7zJ13EJg3kTdqCo16uWNl_97mguUdbhqa3KQeBmD6ymnEqeSNLHxcjX6zD5A_aem_-LINexXmHw1i6QHsHV9rlw


 

 

 

7 February, from NHW Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby:  

Focus on a postcode - 2159 ARCADIA, FIDDLETOWN, GALSTON 

The following crime stats were taken from the Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 

(BOCSAR) website here. The figures are for the period October 2024 to September 

2025. A category with a zero figure isn't included in the list, eg murder, non-DV assault. 

Domestic Assault 8 

Non-Domestic Assault 7 

Sexual Assault 8 

Sexual touching, sex act & other sex offences 3 

Break & Enter dwelling 9 

B&E non-dwelling 2 

Motor vehicle theft 3 

Steal from motor vehicle 2 

Steal from retail store 2 



 

Steal from dwelling 5 

Fraud 13 

Other theft 3 

Malicious damage to property 10 

Breach ADVO 3 

Breach bail conditions 1 

Disorderly conduct 1 

Trespass 3 

Use/posess other drugs 1 

Arson 8 

Intimidation, stalking & harassment 4 

Other offences against the person 1 

Pornography offences 2 

Prohibited & regulated weapons offences 2 

Neighbourhood Watch - Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia, Dural - Rural Areas 

 

 

7 February, from Legal Aid NSW 

https://www.facebook.com/NHWGGAD?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZot_FHGF-pgjFse1Fgd3km5zv6HOTkr2O_Lu_LvCCO-U_gL-VL-yYpInitg6-eO9JYvGUH5fwkOdGtNsIgq6VkiH7A42DGIttVXrtMzm7xDFOvxPiDBAeued2vE356KWSviAjp6J-ZDcyk0im3SwULTp1T7Ye5AzNdNXLqFTtHSeAU8DuOjyjLVPcYTKL59lM&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

School isn’t optional, it’s the law  

Here's what NSW parents need to know about school attendance and what happens if 

your kid skips. 

 

 

7 February, from Hannah's Blue Butterflies Road Safety Awareness Inc: SIGNALLING 

YOUR INTENTIONS USING YOUR INDICATORS!￼ 

 

It is regulation you must use your indicators to signal intentions to turn, change lanes, 

merge, pull out from a kerb, or leave a roundabout. 

Signal early. Ideally ￼100 meters before turning and always cancel the signal afterward. 



 

A 5-second signal is mandatory when pulling out from a stationary position. 

Key Rules for Proper Indicating in Australia- 

General Turns and Lanes: Indicate for long enough to give sufficient warning before 

turning, merging, or changing lanes. 

Roundabouts: 

Turning Left: Indicate left on approach and keep it on until you exit. 

Turning Right: Indicate right on approach and indicate left when exiting. 

Straight Ahead: Do not indicate on approach. Indicate left, if practicable, when 

exiting. 

Stationary/Parking: Indicate for at least 5 seconds before pulling out from a parked 

position. 

Roundabout Exiting: You must signal left when leaving a roundabout, if it is practical 

to do so. 

Hand Signals: If indicators are not working, you must use hand signals to indicate 

turning or stopping. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid. 

Late Signalling: Indicating at the last moment prevents others from reacting safely. 

Not Cancelling: Failing to turn off your indicator misleads other drivers. 

Ignoring Roundabout Rules: Not indicating when exiting a roundabout is a common 

error and is legally required. 

 

6 February, from Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation 

 Trigger warning: content may be distressing to some people. 

Is this kitchen familiar? Investigators know this image show a Telstra modem and a 

Peacock airpot flask on the counter. 

 You can see the image in more detail on the webpage at accce.gov.au/trace. If you 

recognise this kitchen, or may know its location, please use the report form to provide 

this information to our Victim Identification investigators. 

http://accce.gov.au/trace?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZWhvU01acnlMM2Z5MEw3b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7zJ13EJg3kTdqCo16uWNl_97mguUdbhqa3KQeBmD6ymnEqeSNLHxcjX6zD5A_aem_-LINexXmHw1i6QHsHV9rlw


 

This image is part of our #TraceAnObjectAUS series. The #TraceAnObject initiative asks 

you to help identify objects and locations from the background of child sexual abuse 

images and videos to help #StopChildAbuse. 

Out of respect for victims, we urge you not to share any personal information 

(recognisable pictures, names, etc.) on social media. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/traceanobjectaus?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZlvVF0GT8zS6TVvlxS5OsACyt6KW1g5KU32QbUNyizkLfN87hBUjL4QqWIZ7pOoVKvY9SPs-_Tfyx3KeNw13QM-8fNtR7W9dleAQUeDgup4m9wxHxx6R73ayCYRhRebIxiM6j-wtrIFcSrX_Tj_3I3F_cW0bwdlH-X1lLg-BLuiPcuOjw3gV0liNLD_9212vwv_ritOui_t2U_YUBTrUCsG_y0TMKflggTOyQG7j4Uww&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/traceanobject?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZlvVF0GT8zS6TVvlxS5OsACyt6KW1g5KU32QbUNyizkLfN87hBUjL4QqWIZ7pOoVKvY9SPs-_Tfyx3KeNw13QM-8fNtR7W9dleAQUeDgup4m9wxHxx6R73ayCYRhRebIxiM6j-wtrIFcSrX_Tj_3I3F_cW0bwdlH-X1lLg-BLuiPcuOjw3gV0liNLD_9212vwv_ritOui_t2U_YUBTrUCsG_y0TMKflggTOyQG7j4Uww&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/stopchildabuse?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZlvVF0GT8zS6TVvlxS5OsACyt6KW1g5KU32QbUNyizkLfN87hBUjL4QqWIZ7pOoVKvY9SPs-_Tfyx3KeNw13QM-8fNtR7W9dleAQUeDgup4m9wxHxx6R73ayCYRhRebIxiM6j-wtrIFcSrX_Tj_3I3F_cW0bwdlH-X1lLg-BLuiPcuOjw3gV0liNLD_9212vwv_ritOui_t2U_YUBTrUCsG_y0TMKflggTOyQG7j4Uww&__tn__=*NK-y-R


6 February, from Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai Rural Fire Service 

 

 COMMUNITY MEETING – GLENGARRY AVENUE HAZARD REDUCTION 

The NSW RFS and Ku-ring-gai Council invite you to a local community meeting to 

discuss upcoming hazard-reduction burning in your area. 

These important works help keep our community safer from bushfires by reducing fuel 

loads and protecting lives, homes, and the local environment. 

Representatives from both agencies will be available to explain the proposed hazard 

reduction, answer questions, and talk through how the works support long-term 

community safety and resilience. 

 What We’ll Cover 

• Why is hazard reduction needed in this area 

• How the works reduce bush fire risk 



 

• What residents can expect before, during, and after the works 

• Smoke impacts and mitigation 

• How to prepare your home ahead of the bush fire season 

THURSDAY 12/2/2026 AT 7PM 

Guiders Park 

19 Glengarry Ave, North Turramurra NSW 2074 

Ku-ring-gai Council NSW RFS Ku-ring-gai Brigade Hornsby Rural Fire Brigade Westleigh 

Rural Fire Brigade 

 

 

6 February, from Ryde Police Area Command 

Romance Scams: A scammer pretends to form a romantic relationship to gain trust and 

steal money, obtain images or personal information. 

Protect yourself: Never share your personal information with someone you do not 

know. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kuringgai?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZCT1BcWFgk2UqUzEh4osSoIHsUB5DQFp-rXL4BUWrhIX5xbLpeNROGUXIPCG5PJgGZLO9KR3XRtsqQXllWX7VnXRWI-l1szWZIrob1I6aEja1ypfrcxRas3VbVPQsvk_sxNMDeSdkrxCUyXR9XLN_HjAE8Sb_JBRRvRtA-rfnwtX1llGy9PBBE6fM5TOgZOhetzqWHjcl01RWUqkmFSMQCgUDzjkqdqrGIfQOg1YcQtA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/KuringgaiRFS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZCT1BcWFgk2UqUzEh4osSoIHsUB5DQFp-rXL4BUWrhIX5xbLpeNROGUXIPCG5PJgGZLO9KR3XRtsqQXllWX7VnXRWI-l1szWZIrob1I6aEja1ypfrcxRas3VbVPQsvk_sxNMDeSdkrxCUyXR9XLN_HjAE8Sb_JBRRvRtA-rfnwtX1llGy9PBBE6fM5TOgZOhetzqWHjcl01RWUqkmFSMQCgUDzjkqdqrGIfQOg1YcQtA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hornsbyrfs?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZCT1BcWFgk2UqUzEh4osSoIHsUB5DQFp-rXL4BUWrhIX5xbLpeNROGUXIPCG5PJgGZLO9KR3XRtsqQXllWX7VnXRWI-l1szWZIrob1I6aEja1ypfrcxRas3VbVPQsvk_sxNMDeSdkrxCUyXR9XLN_HjAE8Sb_JBRRvRtA-rfnwtX1llGy9PBBE6fM5TOgZOhetzqWHjcl01RWUqkmFSMQCgUDzjkqdqrGIfQOg1YcQtA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/RFSWestleigh?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZCT1BcWFgk2UqUzEh4osSoIHsUB5DQFp-rXL4BUWrhIX5xbLpeNROGUXIPCG5PJgGZLO9KR3XRtsqQXllWX7VnXRWI-l1szWZIrob1I6aEja1ypfrcxRas3VbVPQsvk_sxNMDeSdkrxCUyXR9XLN_HjAE8Sb_JBRRvRtA-rfnwtX1llGy9PBBE6fM5TOgZOhetzqWHjcl01RWUqkmFSMQCgUDzjkqdqrGIfQOg1YcQtA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/RFSWestleigh?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZCT1BcWFgk2UqUzEh4osSoIHsUB5DQFp-rXL4BUWrhIX5xbLpeNROGUXIPCG5PJgGZLO9KR3XRtsqQXllWX7VnXRWI-l1szWZIrob1I6aEja1ypfrcxRas3VbVPQsvk_sxNMDeSdkrxCUyXR9XLN_HjAE8Sb_JBRRvRtA-rfnwtX1llGy9PBBE6fM5TOgZOhetzqWHjcl01RWUqkmFSMQCgUDzjkqdqrGIfQOg1YcQtA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


6 February, from the latest Cyber Sushi eNewsletter: SIM Swap Scams: When Your 

Phone Isn’t Really Yours 

 

Scammers are increasingly targeting mobile phone users with SIM swap attacks, which 

can give criminals access to your calls, messages, and even bank accounts. 

How it happens 

In early October 2025, a couple reported to IDCARE that they lost around $25,000 after 

their phone numbers were secretly transferred to a scammer’s SIM. Late on a Saturday 

night, their phones suddenly showed ‘Emergency Calls Only’, but by then the scammer 

already had control of calls and verification codes. 

Scammers often gather personal details from data breaches or online sources, then 

call your phone provider pretending to be you. If successful, the scammer can transfer 

your number to a SIM they control. Unfortunately, this does happen — with enough 

personal information and a convincing story, scammers can sometimes fool telco staff 

into believing they are the legitimate account holder. 



 

The following day, the couple realised something was seriously wrong when a routine 

outing; paying for a haircut, ended with their card being declined. Checking their bank 

account revealed the full scale of the loss, with only $136 remaining. 

Red flags to watch for 

Your phone suddenly shows ‘Emergency Calls Only’. This is the clearest warning that 

your SIM may have been hijacked. 

NOTE: Phones can show this for other reasons — poor network coverage, temporary 

outages, airplane mode, or a mis-seated SIM. But if it happens suddenly and 

unexpectedly, especially while missing verification messages, treat it as urgent. 

Our tips 

If your phone suddenly shows ‘Emergency Calls Only’ or you notice missing alerts, 

treat it as urgent. Call your bank immediately, freeze accounts, and report suspicious 

activity. 

Set up an authenticator app on your device and link it to your bank or other accounts 

instead of relying solely on SMS codes. Authenticator apps generate codes on your 

device, which you enter when logging in or performing transactions. Even if someone 

hijacks your phone number, they cannot intercept these codes. Linking the app to your 

online banking can replace SMS verification entirely, making your accounts much more 

secure against SIM swap attacks. 

 

 

6 February, from ACCC Product Safety 

If you own a Sensory game controller toy from Kmart and Target, stop use 

immediately: they have been recalled. There is a risk of serious injury or death if small 

parts separate from the toy and are placed in the mouth. Incidents have 

occurred.Click here. 

 

https://www.productsafety.gov.au/search-consumer-product-recalls/sensory-game-controller-toy?fbclid=IwY2xjawP3aHtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFlaG9TTVpyeUwzZnkwTDdvc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvw3qwVt9ZpKnGylAV48gvgiES7xdhRsER_Crrn0uhPZ6tS-ubo4PA5o27An_aem_DM7qxEafjUiqu9IDJ8pFJg


 

 

5 February, Shared with permission from the St Ives Community Page and Surrounds 

group: 

SCAM ALERT 

Hi all, i received a scam letter in the mail today claiming to be from “recoveries corp” 

trying to get a payment from an NRMA insurance claim acting on behalf of NRMA. The 

car is in my Mother's name, so there would be no reason to contact me for it. The 

message was sent from Melbourne law courts' P.O. box…. 

Second to that, they mispelt my last name, along with a false address, nor was there 

any inclination as to what the claim was about. If I wasn’t careful, I was looking at 

$2500+ to pay. 

There were many other things written that alluded to a scam (weird ways to pay an 

insurance claim e.g. paying over phone with credit card details on a number different 

to the real company's number, signature with no name attached, writing saying they 

were “unable to contact me”). 

Please stay vigilant and make sure that if you know anyone who might be susceptible 

to these scams, to let them know about it. Thanks everyone. 

 

5 February, from CareFlight 

This morning, shortly before 10am, the Mounties Care CareFlight Helicopter was 

tasked by #NSWAmbulance to #Killara, after a woman in her 30s became trapped in 

her vehicle by a fallen tree. 

CareFlight’s specialist doctor and NSW Ambulance paramedics treated the patient on 

scene for injuries to her head, neck and back before she was transported via road to 

Royal North Shore Hospital in a stable condition. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nswambulance?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaORwoIIDJL91R_X8m9rlNsdxgUco4IV28Clkdhmc2z7hc0cXF8wqSAcbNmzfUM4noo8BT8ia2bl-t7ynktv12Pv01sr0cYbJM5dFEdWfJ298V1z5mCKZPDLjAQ3Xm8JVjbMIZpjimLR0tWTCFGFhnU6cLmha7uqw-NMxXpeRC-lH7tBILG6R5ids67Vw7wxITjMB9qnuUBoCme2EBIT6ZiCGa_HqCf8GSqfM4gktQi_A&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/killara?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaORwoIIDJL91R_X8m9rlNsdxgUco4IV28Clkdhmc2z7hc0cXF8wqSAcbNmzfUM4noo8BT8ia2bl-t7ynktv12Pv01sr0cYbJM5dFEdWfJ298V1z5mCKZPDLjAQ3Xm8JVjbMIZpjimLR0tWTCFGFhnU6cLmha7uqw-NMxXpeRC-lH7tBILG6R5ids67Vw7wxITjMB9qnuUBoCme2EBIT6ZiCGa_HqCf8GSqfM4gktQi_A&__tn__=*NK-y-R


 

 
NHW K&H received this note: 

Could you please do a shoutout to the two ladies driving directly infront & the 

gentleman driving directly behind the incident, 

for all selflessly assisting at what can only be described as a confronting scene? 

They were visibly shaken, but showed only 100% care for the injured driver. 

 

5 February, from NSW Maritime 

 Don't go overboard with the drink. When you’re on the water, alcohol affects your 

judgement, coordination, vision and balance, greatly increasing the risk of having an 

incident  

We work together with Marine Area Command - NSW Police Force to conduct random 

breath tests, ensuring everyone is operating safely. 

https://www.facebook.com/NSWPoliceMAC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZakFfyjnuewlyhRrIbyEEKqgeJBANXytq4bCCs4L5xXkfGjPQzZySw0iM9C7987aXxKR8hfXs5qNsx1y0EkhlfMBWahItjc1XX78M0JO3wWc7jJzXHVDZDeNO1_uCudrxdaRxa9mIjaDfXMgYBwdZlweTGa6NQQebFKElhoITUtpBPVYgladnzKPGPPHmRhGyDR-oijvoe70dAJkF46VbxZTrsHzg6GKHm0B4Qc3Yz18g&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


 

Always stay under the 0.05 alcohol limit. 

 

 

5 February, from Australian Communications and Media Authority 

As part of our crackdown on mobile number fraud, Lycamobile has been penalised 

$376,200 for breaching rules designed to protect Australians from scams. 

Our investigation found Lycamobile failed to properly verify customer identities when 

transferring mobile services. 

These failures were exploited by scammers on 131 occasions in 2024, leading to 

consumer losses of at least $175,000. 

In addition to the financial penalty, Lycamobile is also required to strengthen its 

security systems under independent oversight and report regularly to the ACMA. 

All telcos are legally required to verify the identity of customers before transferring 

mobile numbers. These rules exist to protect you, and we will act when providers don’t 

follow them. 



 

 

 

5 February, Shared with permission from the Buy Nothing Gordon and Pymble 

group: 

You're invited to our local Clean Up Australia event on Sunday 1 March. Meet us at 

Killara's Selkirk Park (on Marian Street, just next to the station) at 9:00am to join in the 



 

clean up. Click here. 

 

 

5 February, from The NRMA 

Keep your kids safe on their way to school with these practical tips for preparing for 

https://register.cleanup.org.au/fundraisers/SelkirkParkCleanUp/selkirk-park-and-surrounding-streets?


 

the new school year. Click here. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Tuesday 10 February: Safer Internet Day. Info. 

Tuesday 10 February: FREE Be Connected webinar - Can you spot a scam? 3-4pm. Info 

& Bookings. 

Tuesday 10 February: FREE 互联网入门 - Introduction to Internet (Mandarin). 

10:15am-12:15pm @ Hornsby Library. Info & booking. 

Wednesday 11 February: FREE Tech Savvy Seniors - Introduction to Internet. 10:15am-

12:15pm @ Hornsby Library. Info & booking. 

Tuesday 17 February: FREE Be Connected webinar - Safer online shopping and 

banking. 10-11am. Info & bookings. 

Tuesday 17 February: FREE 智能手机简介 – Introduction to Smartphones (Mandarin) 

10:15-12:15 @ Hornsby Library. Info & booking. 

Wednesday 11 March: FREE Child car seat safety check day 9am-2:30pm @ Wade Lane 

https://www.mynrma.com.au/open-road/advice-and-how-to/driving/back-to-school-road-safety-checklist?
http://esafety.gov.au/SID
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/2804895295823485016
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/2804895295823485016
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/7308459734641575254
https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/Community/Events/Library-events-folder/%E4%BA%92%E8%81%94%E7%BD%91%E5%85%A5%E9%97%A8-Introduction-to-Internet-Mandarin
https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/Community/Events/Library-events-folder/Tech-Savvy-Seniors-Introduction-to-Internet-Feb
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/online-safety-presentations#shopping-banking
https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/Community/Events/Library-events-folder/%E6%99%BA%E8%83%BD%E6%89%8B%E6%9C%BA%E7%AE%80%E4%BB%8B-%E2%80%93-Introduction-to-Smartphones-Mandarin


 

car park. Bookings open 09 Feb. Info & booking. 

Sunday 01 March: Clean Up Australia Day Info. 

 

 

5 February, from NSW Fair Trading 

 A 10-year-old car with barely any kms? 

If it sounds too good to be true… it probably is. 

Some sellers wind back odometers to make a vehicle look newer or more valuable 

than it really is. Don’t get caught out. 

 Protect yourself: 

• Research the vehicle and compare listings online 

• Check the registration to view its recorded odometer history 

 Check a vehicle registration here. 

 

 

https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Whats-on/Child-car-seat-safety-check-day
https://www.cleanup.org.au/
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/check-a-vehicle-registration?


 

5 February, from Neighbourhood Watch Australasia 

Using public computers at libraries, hotels, or internet cafés can put your financial 

information at risk. 

Avoid accessing online banking or making purchases on shared devices whenever 

possible. 

If you must use one, follow these tips: 

 Never save passwords 

 Always log out completely 

 Close the browser before leaving 

A moment of caution can prevent serious financial loss.  

 

 

5 February, from Galston, Glenorie, & Hills Rural Community 

Galston Road in NSW will be fully closed for essential maintenance from 11th January 

to 14th February 2026. The work includes bridge strengthening, slope stabilisation, 

and general maintenance. Expect significant detours and increased travel time. 



 

For updates, contact 1800 735 563. 

Click the link in the comment to learn more. 

 

 

 

4 February, from Northern Beaches Police Area Command 

 

 

4 February, from Nathan Tilbury, Independent for Hornsby: ACTION ON CURRENT 

GRAFFITI CRISES 

Sadly, as can sometimes be the case during the school holiday period, there is 

currently an unpleasant spate of graffiti damage occurring across the Hornsby Shire. 

Particular problem areas that residents have reported to me include Mt Colah, 



Berowra and Beecroft/Cheltenham where fences, buildings, vehicles and signage have 

been targeted. 

The best way to deal with graffiti is to remove it as soon as possible, and the removal is 

the responsibility of the property’s owner. 

Council has always had a policy of aiming to remove graffiti damage on council assets 

within 48 hours of it being reported. Graffiti vandalism on council property can be 

reported via council’s website (where images & short videos can be uploaded) or by 

calling council’s graffiti hotline 1800 199 282. 

When using Council’s website to report graffiti damage there are also direct links to 

report to other organizations if their assets have been targeted, such as Ausgrid, 

Australia Post, Service NSW, State Transit and Sydney Water. 

You can also report graffiti and other vandalism via the NSW Police Force’s Community 

Portal, where you will receive an email within 48 hours with a NSW Police event 

number. 

My personal preferred option is to report graffiti using 

the www.vandaltrak.com website. This is an easy-to-use single reporting source that 

works directly with local councils, businesses, the police and other organizations to 

combat graffiti vandalism. 

When reporting graffiti via VandalTrack photos of the incidents can be uploaded. This 

is important as these images are collated and stored, ready for when a perpetrator is 

apprehended and their current and historic “tag” damage can be attributed to them, 

even if it has long since been removed. 

To encourage and support residents to quickly remove graffiti from their own property, 

Hornsby Council is working towards making available basic graffiti removal kits. The 

contents of these proposed kits are currently being finalized, and Hornsby Council 

hopes to launch the initiative shortly. 

Authorities are aware of the current graffiti situation and are allocating resources 

accordingly, with a focus on catching the tagger(s). From previous experience we know 

the best way to stop a graffiti problem is hold the offender(s) accountable. This will 

often deter others, including potential offenders, and, often, many of them “grow out” 

of this pathetic crime. 

Finally, I discourage people from putting up images graffiti on Social Media. Sadly, the 

offenders get a kick out of seeing their handiwork “published”. All images that I have 

used here have been modified to ensure the vandal does not enjoy seeing their work 

posted. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vandaltrak.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZWhvU01acnlMM2Z5MEw3b3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7KZrv3n3onpK95p0LxJHCk3Pp2tXqj_v86iwZBhWLNx0d8hvL0ZspM8eQxAg_aem_aiJ0j_RROhqgwVkIktyGoA&h=AT0qKqzOOnfsUUdTwVLAtDOy72oxROuOVeXXAeG9DXwNqj2GFUKqkmIfOAY0oiYYhZS9CxkTh-zk0ga-Ao8ijVPvZS_S0vP1UJYLhE1GIGfrE1Fl_W1pnU3R94OhYBYk04RkrI9OT7m_0b-C&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0MLMjTuvXw9pcm9Q2kQCfxSaeidASOIznNN9VAL8bIlCWXkST7vmBQYsXebJ2vH1_gJLRHgomzNgz1I5IPdYIgCVL7wTIs5tbI-5LLdneYr8mPhyj25neCSU2XgRr97jSkKQjz16ZqR7-cxlkvOV8sCllw2Tz45ZamSYO2VzObEEB6cnoO3fnRgPSzwLu2oONHVPtGZ8fLgi3Ezckm1ugEcaaOrz6-KU160Tfm0-dD59CQFg


 

 

 

The Federal Government's Office of the eSafety Commissioner has a 'Be Connected' 

program. 

Each week we will share a course that may help you. They are often designed 

especially for the elderly. 

 

Artificial Intelligence Explained 

Artificial intelligence (AI) help machines think like humans and mimic our actions. So 

where can we find AI in action in our daily lives? What are the benefits and risks of the 

technology? And, will AI enable machines that are conscious and self-aware, like a 

human being? Master of Information Technology, Steve Nouri, joins host Valens Quinn 

to explore these and other fascinating possibilities. 

Discover more: 

• Sign-up and build your digital skills for free at Be Connected 

• Listen to more podcast episodes 

• Join us on Facebook 

• Valens Quinn on Instagram 

https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/podcast
https://www.facebook.com/eSafetyOffice
https://www.instagram.com/valensq/


 

• Valens Quinn on LinkedIn 

• Steve Nouri on LinkedIn 

• Steve Nouri on Twitter 

 

All of the FREE Be Connected online learning courses are here. 

Subscribe to the Be Connected newsletter here - Get the latest updates on new 

courses, articles and more straight to your inbox. 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS 

 

Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000 

TTY: 106 

 

NSW Police - Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command (PAC): 9476 9799 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/valens-quinn-745b284/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stevenouri/
https://twitter.com/stevenouri
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/topic-library
https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/newsletter


Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077 

 

Local Police Facebook page: @Kuring Gai PAC  

Non-emergency two-way communication 

 

Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444 

For non-urgent minor crime. For Police to attend non-urgently without lights & sirens. 

 

NSW Police Community Portal 

Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage, 

graffiti or theft. No emergency/investigation. 

 

Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450 

 

NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice 

Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the 

Police. The Police are here to help you. 

 

Crime Stoppers NSW: 1800 333 000 

Report crime anonymously 

Report suspicious activity ASAP 

  

Neighbourhood Watch NSW - Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby: 

Website au-NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org 

Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby 

Facebook Group NHWKuringgaiHornsby 

Twitter @NHWKRGHornsby 

Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com 

 

  

WatchOut! - the NHW NSW one-stop-shop for crime prevention links: 

Website  WatchOut.org.au 

Facebook @NHWWatchOut 

  

Local NHW Facebook pages: 

Neighbourhood Watch - Berowra  

Brooklyn Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara 

https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiPAC
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/community_portal/home
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/
http://au-nhwkuringgaihornsby.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWKuringgaiHornsby
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NHWKuringgaiHornsby
https://twitter.com/NHWKRGHornsby
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com
http://watchout.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWWatchOut
https://www.facebook.com/NHWBerowra
https://www.facebook.com/NHWBrooklyn
https://www.facebook.com/EastKillaraNeighbourhoodWatch/
https://watchout.org.au/


 

Neighbourhood Watch - Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia, Dural (Rural Areas) 

NHW Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia & Dural (Rural Areas) Facebook Group 

Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon 

Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby 

Neighbourhood Watch - Killara 

Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah 

Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Kuring-gai 

Neighbourhood Watch - Normanhurst 

Neighbourhood Watch - Pennant Hills 

Neighbourhood Watch - Pymble & West Pymble 

Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives 

Neighbourhood Watch - Thornleigh 

Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra 

Neighbourhood Watch - Wahroonga 

Neighbourhood Watch - Warrawee 

 

Face-to-Face NHW groups: 

Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah (paused) 

Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra (The Chase) (paused) 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NHWGGAD/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2129422823773660/
https://www.facebook.com/NeighbourhoodWatchGordon/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWHornsby/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWKillara/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWMtColah/
https://www.facebook.com/MtKuringgaiNHW/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWNormanhurst/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWPennantHills/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWPymbleWPymble
https://www.facebook.com/NHWStIves/
https://www.facebook.com/Thornleigh-Neighbourhood-Watch-102557765019091
https://www.facebook.com/TurramurraNHW/
https://www.facebook.com/NHWWahroonga/
https://www.facebook.com/Neighbourhood-Watch-Warrawee-109738591153523

